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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  j ear  1 9 5 5 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1955. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres) 

Population  

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  end  of  1955) 

Rateable  value  at  1.4.55  

Amount  produced  by  a penny  rate 


- 33,264 

16,720 

•••  3,537 

...  106, 960 
£432  5s.  9d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  Births,  133  male  and  106 
female  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  birth  rate  of 
14.3  compares  with  the  rate  of  12.4  per  1,000  in  1954.  Seven 
of  the  births  were  illegitimate. 


Stillbirths 

There  were  three  female  stillbirths  during  the  year, 
making  a stillbirth  rate  of  12  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
compared  with  a rate  of  9 per  1,000  in  1954. 
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Deaths 


One  hundred  and  sixty-six  deaths,  8o  male  and  86  female 
were  registered  during  the  year.  The  death  rate  at  9.9  per 
1,000  compares  with  a death  rate  of  9.2  per  1,000  in  1954. 


Infantile  Mortality 

Seven  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  29  compared  with  42  in  1954. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under 

TWO  years  of  age  Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  all  ages.  Respiratory  i 

,,  „ ,,  „ „ OTHER  ...  I 

Deaths  from  Cancer  22 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


The  table  below  shows  the 
District  residents  in  1955  : — 


Cause  of  Death 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 
Tuberculosis  (Other) 
Cancer  of  stomach 

,,  respiratory  tract 

„ breast 

,,  all  other  sites  .. 

Vascular  lesions  

Heart  Disease  

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia  


causes  of  death  of  Rural 


Male  Female  Total 


I — I 

1 — I 

336 

2 — 2 

— 33 

4 7 II 

5 10  15 

24  23  47 

268 

— II 

527 
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Cause  of  Death 

Bronchitis  

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents  

Suicide  


Male  Female  Total 


^ 5 13 

1 I 2 

2 — 2 

1 — I 

14  20  34 

246 

3 I 4 

2 — 2 


80  86  166 


The  chief  causes  of  death  amongst  residents  in  the  Rural 
District  as  shown  by  the  above  taTle  was  : Heart  Disease  47, 
Respiratory  Disease  23,  Cancer  22,  Vascular  and  other 
circulatory  diseases  23. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  heart,  vascular  and  circulatory 
diseases  combined  at  70  were  almost  half  the  total  deaths,  and 
deaths  from  cancer  amount  to  approximately  one-seventh  of 
the  total  deaths. 

The  table  below  shows  comparisons  for  the  years  1951-55 
between  birth  and  death  rates  in  England  and  Wales  : — ■ 


England  and  Fylde  Rural 

W ales  District 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Births 

Deaths 

1951 

15.5 

12.5 

14.1 

8.9 

1952 

15.3 

11.3 

12.8 

8.9 

1953 

15.5 

11.4 

10.9 

12.6 

1954 

15.2 

11.3 

12.4 

9.2 

1955 

15.0 

11.7 

14-3 

9.9 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Personnel 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : C.  Robertson  Wilson,  m.b.,  ch.b., 

D.P.H.  (edin.). 


Other  Appointments  held  : Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Borough 

of  Lytham  St.  Annes,  and  Urban 
Districts  of  Poulton  - le  - Fylde, 
Kirkham  and  Preesall.  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  Division 
No.  3,  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : H.  Graham,  m.s.i.a.,  cert.r.s.i. 

Additional  Sanitary  : T.  B.  Berry,  m.s.i.a.,  cert.r.s.i. 

Inspector  : 


Hospital  Facilities 


For  general  cases  the  main  hospitals  used  are  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  of  the  Preston  and  Chorley  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee,  and  the  Blackpool  Victoria,  Wesham  Park, 
and  Lytham  St.  Annes  Hospitals  of  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde 
Hospital  Management  Committee.  Infectious  diseases  are 
admitted  to  the  Devonshire  Road  Hospital,  Blackpool, 
excepting  in  the  case  of  Tuberculosis  and  Smallpox.  Main 
provision  for  cases  of  Tuberculosis  is  at  Elswick  Sanatorium. 
Accommodation  for  Smallpox  is  provided  by  the  Manchester 
Regional  Hospital  Board  at  the  Ainsworth  Smallpox  Hospital, 
near  Bury. 


Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  administered  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council.  Ambulance  Stations  in  No.  3 Health  Divi- 
sion of  the  Lancashire  County  are  located  at  Wesham,  St. 
Annes,  Thornton  and  Fleetwood.  The  service  is  adequate. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  specimens  are  carried 
out  at  the  laboratories  of  the  Blackpool  Victoria  Hospital 
and  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary.  The  latter  laboratory  is 
also  used  for  the  examination  of  water  and  milk  samples. 
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Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home 

General  nursing  cases  and  confinements  are  attended 
by  District  Nurses  and  Midwives  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Council. 

Venereal  Disease  Service 

Facilities  for  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  are  available 
at  Blackpool  Victoria  Hospital  and  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  AND  OTHER 
CLINICS.  FYLDE  AREA  OF  LANCASHIRE 
ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical 
Clinic 

Clinics  of  the  County  Council,  held  in  the  Rural  District, 
at  the  time  of  preparation  of  this  report,  are  as  follows  : — 

Freckleton — Methodist  Sunday  School 

Monday  ...  p.m.  C.W.C. 
p.m. 


p.m. 


Immunisation  (Fourth  Monday 
in  each  month). 

Vaccination  (Fourth  Monday  in 
each  month). 


Salwick — Social  Centre,  Ministry  of  Supply. 
Wednesday  ...  p.m 


p.m. 


p.m. 


Singleton — Church  Hall. 
Monday  ...  p.m. 


C.W.C.  (First  and  third  Wed- 
nesday in  each  month). 

Immunisation  (Third  Wednes- 
day in  each  month). 

Vaccination  (Third  Wednesday 
in  each  month). 


C.W.C.  (First  and  third  Monday 
in  each  month). 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Set  out  below  are  particulars  of  the  sampling  carried 
out  under  the  above  Act  in  the  Fylde  Rural  District  during 
1955  by  the  Sampling  Officers  of  the  County  Public  Health 
Department. 
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A total  of  97  samples  was  obtained,  of  these  64  were  of 
milk  and  the  33  others  comprised  : — 


I Syrup  of  figs 

I Pepper,  white 

2 Gravy  browning 

I Orange  drink 

2 Sago 

I Boracic  ointment 

2 Glycerin 

I Epsom  salts 

I Honey 

I Sweets 

I Fish  paste 

I Beef  sausages 

2 Table  jelly 

2 Bacon 

I Flavouring  essence 

I Lentils 

2 Tea 

I Coffee 

I Icing  sugar 

I Mipcemeat 

I Baking  powder 

I Sauce 

I Sugar 

I Table  jelly  crystals 

2 Margarine 

I Pork  sausages 

All  the  above  samples  were  reported  by  the  County 
Analyst  to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following  : — 


Sample 


Result  of  Analysis 


I informal  Deficient  10%  fat  and  low  in 
milk  solids-not-fat. 

I formal  The  freezing  point  indicated 
milk  the  presence  of  1.3%  of  ex- 

traneous water. 


I formal 
milk 


Action  taken 
Vendor  notified 


Vendor 

cautioned  and 
further  sample 
obtained. 

Vendor  notified. 


Deficient  5%  fat 
I glycerin  Contained  0.1%  excess  water.  No  action  taken. 


I sago  Consisted  of  tapioca  with  a 
trace  of  rice. 


I formal  Deficient  10%  fat,  and  slightly 

milk  low  in  solids-not-fat. 

I formal  Deficient  5%  fat,  and  slightly 

milk  low  in  solids-not-fat. 


Vendor 

communicated 

with. 

Vendor  notified. 


Vendor  notified. 
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Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Action  taken 

I formal 
milk 

Deficient  5%  fat  

Vendor  notified. 

I formal 

Deficient  6.6%  fat.  The 

Vendor 

milk 

freezing  point  indicated  the 

cautioned  and 

presence  of  2.5%  of  extran- 

further 

eous  water. 

samples 

obtained. 

I pork 

Contained  310  parts  per  million 

Vendor 

sausages 

sulphite  preservatives  (ex- 
pressed as  sulphur  dioxide) 

interviewed. 

without  declaration. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases 
The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  notifiable 
diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year 

1955 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1955) 


NOTIFIABLE 

diseases 

TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED 

Total  deaths 

Hosp 

ITAL 

Total  cases  at  all 
ages 

i 

A 

1 

lGE 

1 

m 

Per 

1, 

lODS 

i 

— Y 

J, 

H 

EARI 

1 

3 

1 

W-> 

65  and  over  | 

Age  unknown  j | 

Total  cases  removed 
to  hospital  from 
the  district 

Deaths  in  hospital 
of  persons  belonging 
to  district 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

36 

5 

7 

17 

2 

5 

1 

6 

Measles  (excluding 

rubella) 

232 

6 

49 

55 

113 

7 

I 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

27 

2 

7 

7 

10 

I 

Acute  Pneumonia 

3 

I 

2 

Dysentery 

34 

I 

I 

2 

6 

I 

4 

I 

5 

13 

Food  poisoning  . . 

103 

I 

[29 

2 

I 

70 

Totals 

433 

9 

63 

72 

146 

1 

.0 

42 

3 

6 

13 

71 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  thirty-four  cases  of  Sonne 
Dysentery  occurred  in  the  area.  This  condition  was  generally 
prevalent  in  the  Fylde  at  the  same  time,  especially  in  the 
larger  centres  of  population.  There  was  no  grave  illness,  but 
a good  deal  of  work  was  involved  in  getting  test  specimens 
from  cases  and  in  checking  up  for  carriers  who  were  not 
suffering. 

Nineteen  fifty-five  was  a Measles  year,  there  being  double 
the  cases  occurring  in  1954.  These  were  mainly  of  milder 
type,  but  the  outbreak  was  long  drawn  out  stretching  well  into 
the  summer  months, 
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The  103  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  looks  alarming,  but  is 
put  in  better  perspective  when  it  is  stated  that  100  of  these 
occurred  in  one  outbreak  at  Weeton  R.A.F.  Station  in  July. 
Our  Health  Department  had  but  little  to  do  with  the  control 
of  this  outbreak,  which  was  considered  to  have  had  origin 
from  a carrier  food-handler  in  the  camp  butcher’s  shop.  We, 
of  course,  received  the  notifications  and  so  have  to  carry  them 
In  the  number  of  cases  arising  within  the  area. 

Tuberculosis 

A Tuberculosis  service  is  provided  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  and  the 
District  Council.  The  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  mainly 
for  treatment,  the  County  Council  for  prevention,  caie  and 
after-care,  and  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  prevention. 

A Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  is  provided  by  the  Lanca- 
shire County  Council,  and  Hospital  and  Chest  Clinic  facilities 
by  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Management  Com- 
mittee. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1955 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE  PERIODS. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pul  mo  nary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

1 

M. 

1 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years 

0 — 

1 — 

2 — 

5—  

10 — 

15—  

20 — 

25—  

35—  

45—  

55—  

65—  

75  and  upwards... 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Totals 

I 

I 

1 

I 

i 

... 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

II 


The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  has  been  very  low — only 
two  cases  notified,  one  pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary. 
Two  deaths  occurred — likewise  one  pulmonary  and  one  non- 
pulmonary.  These  were  both  cases  notified  at  an  earlier  date. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  declining  toll  of  this  grave 
disease. 

One  cannot  close  this  report  without  noting  with  real 
regret  the  retirement  due  to  ill-health  of  Dr.  Archibald  Dodd, 
the  late  Medical  Ofiicer  of  Health,  in  May,  1955,  and  his  death 
some  months  later. 

For  myself,  I would  express  my  gratitude  to  my  colleagues 
in  the  Health  Department,  and  the  Clerk  to  the  Council,  for 
their  unfailing  support  in  the  work,  and  to  the  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  the  kindliness  with  which  they  have 
received  me  during  my  first  year  acting  as  Medical  Officer. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  ROBERTSON  WILSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Fylde  Rural  District  Council 


Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Wesham. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Fylde  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Tenth 
Annual  Report  upon  the  work  of  the  Health  Department,  the 
report  being  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955. 

It  is  perhaps,  opportune  after  ten  years  to  take  stock  of 
the  changes  that  have  come  about  and  to  compare  the  position 
today  as  it  was  in  1946.  At  that  time  the  country  was  taking 
breath  after  the  struggles  and  rigours  of  a major  world  war. 
Local  authorities  were  taking  up  again  the  threads  of  peace- 
time government  and  a tremendous  task  faced  them  after  a 
period  of  five  years  of  emergency.  This  Council  had  only  one 
or  two  agricultural  houses  and  a few  built  before  1939  for 
overcrowded  families.  Applications  for  houses  began  to  arrive 
in  ever  increasing  numbers,  and  in  common  with  all  other 
authorities  the  Fylde  Rural  District  Council  set  about  this 
urgent  problem.  The  result  of  that  work  can  be  seen  through- 
out the  area  today  and  the  Council  have  at  the  time  of  making 
this  report  643  houses  occupied. 

In  1946  legislation  was  of  the  pre-war  era,  and  even  much 
of  this  had  been  in  suspension.  Advancing  ideas,  improved 
standards,  and  a demanding  populace  began  to  outgrow  the 
old  law,  and  during  the  last  10  years  several  new  major  pieces 
of  legislation  have  been  enacted  by  Parliament.  The  main 
changes  have  been  in  the  fields  of  housing  and  food,  and  to 
make  possible  the  carrying  out  of  the  duties  imposed  upon 
this  department,  the  Council  appointed  an  additional  .Sanitary 
Inspector  in  1948. 
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The  population  of  the  district  as  given  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  1946  was  10,490.  Today  with  service  establish- 
ments the  population  is  nearer  19,000.  Another  interesting 
development  is  that  which  has  taken  place  in  the  refuse 
collection  service.  The  1946  report  shows  that  refuse  collection 
was  carried  out  in  part  by  one  vehicle  and  three  men,  in  part 
by  private  hire,  and  in  part  not  at  all.  Collections  varied  from 
one  per  fortnight  to  once  per  month,  and  many  were  the 
complaints  received.  Today  the  Council  can  point  with  some 
pride  to  a service  which  covers  the  whole  of  its  area,  and 
which,  all  things  being  equal,  is  as  efficient  and  regular  as  that 
of  any  of  its  neighbours  large  or  small. 

In  one  respect. progress  has,  one  may  say  been  backwards  ; 
I refer  to  the  acute  and  serious  problem  created  in  this  and 
many  other  holiday  centres  by  the  phenomenal  increase  in  the 
popularity  and  use  of  caravans  either  as  temporary  housing  or 
for  holiday  purposes.  The  Public  Health  Act  1936,  was  weak 
in  1946  ; its  operation  laborious  and  often  futile  ; coming  to 
1956  it  is  shown  even  weaker  and  the  control  of  moveable 
dwellings  is  one  which  needs  attention  on  a national  scale. 
At  all  gatherings  or  conferences  of  public  health  officers,  one  is 
sure  to  hear  discussed  the  total  ineptness  and  inadequacy  of 
the  present  powers  to  deal  with  moveable  dwellings  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts. 

Not  coming  to  the  Fylde  until  November,  1946,  I have  to 
rely  on  report  figures  in  stating  that  174  premises  were  visited 
during  that  year.  In  1955  the  number  of  premises  visited  were 
2073  which  I think  gives  a general  reflection  of  the  increase  in 
tempo  and  effectiveness  of  local  government  as  a whole. 

Much  new^  law  and  many  new  duties  have  been  imposed 
upon  local  authorities  since  1946  and,  speaking  for  this 
department  it  can  be  said  that  the  Council  have  never  failed 
to  face  up  .to  their  new  and  added  responsibilities.  The 
important  duty  in  connection  with  milk  and  dairies  was  taken 
from  local  authorities  and  whether  this  move  was  "progress” 
is  still  the  subject  of  much  heated  argument.  We  had  in  our 
own  area  the  case  of  a farm  being  granted  a T.T.  licence,  the 
said  farm  having  no  satisfactory  water  supply.  Water  supply 
too  shows  progress  in  that  only  25  isolated  dwellings  remain 
without  a mains  supply  of  water  out  of  the  137  such  dwellings 
in  1946.  Again,  in  1946  there  were  1,060  privy  middens  in  the 
area  ; today  there  are  81  and  all  trough  closets  and  waste  water 
closets  liave  been  abolished, 
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Ten  years  then,  I think,  of  steady  useful  progress,  but 
reminiscing  must  be  followed  by  a forward  outlook,  and  it  is 
with  confidence  and  perhaps  wonder  at  what  the  next  ten 
years  may  bring,  that  we  go  forward  into  the  future. 

The  details  for  the  year  1955  are  set  out  below,  and  the 
following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  made  during  the  year  : — ■ 
Inspections  (details  below)  ...  ...  1,707 

Re-visits  321 

Informal  notices  served 32 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  8 

Nuisances  discovered  32 

Nuisances  abated...  24 

Inspections  and  re-visits  in  connection  with  : — 

Public  Health  Act. 

Dwelling-houses  on  complaint  ...  ...  96 

Drains  and  sewers  143 

Ditches  and  watercourses  ...  ...  32 

Infectious  diseases...  ...  ...  ...  217 

Keeping  of  animals  7 

Offensive  accummulations  ...  ...  18 

Verminous  Premises  22 

Moveable  dwellings  97 

Housing  Act. 

Housing  Survey 589 

Section  ii 31 

Housing  applications  13 

Slum  Clearance  15 

Improvement  Grants  24 

Factories  Act. 

Bakehouses 4 

Others  28 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Food  Premises  72 

Food  Inspection ...  103 

Sampling 16 

Milk  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Food  Poisoning  39 

Cysticercus  Bovis  ...  ...  ,..  26 
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Miscellaneous 

Shops  Acts 

...  174 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ... 

67 

Miscellaneous 

79 

Pests  Act,  1949 

...  779 

Slaughterhouses  and  Food  Inspection 

There  are  three  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  the  area  but 
only  one  is  in  use.  All  animals  slaughtered  for  human  con- 
sumption were  inspected  and  details  of  meat  and  other 
foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year  are  given  below.  The 
number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
23.  The  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  food 
inspection  was  103. 


Meat  Inspection  : Carcases  inspected  and  condemnations 


Cattle 

exclud. 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

85 

3 

254 

28 

Number  inspected  

85 

3 

254 

28 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.... 

9 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci  .... 

13.8 

1. 18 

25 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.... 

18 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

21 

Cysticerosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.... 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  .... 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   
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Food  condemned  : 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Bovine  Carcase  Meat 

...  50 

0 

Bovine  lungs  ... 

...  125 

0 

Bovine  heads 

...  125 

0 

Bovine  hearts... 

2 

8 

Bovine  livers  ... 

...  no 

0 

Bovine  udder  

•••  5 

0 

Sheep  livers  ... 

...  4 

8 

Pigs  (whole  carcases  and  offals) 

...  480 

0 

Tinned  meat 

...  12 

0 

Total  Weight : 8 cwts. 

18  lbs. 

Nine  bakehouses  operate  within  the  district.  No  formal 
action  was  necessary  in  connection  with  any  of  them  and 
defects  found  were  remedied  after  interviews  with  the  owners 
concerned.  Seventy-six  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  of 
all  kinds  and  again  no  formal  action  was  found  necessary. 
The  duties  of  the  department  will  most  surely  be  increased  on 
the  inspection  of  food  premises  when  the  suggested  new 
Regulations  become  part  of  the  law  of  the  land. 

Fifty-seven  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice- 
cream. Of  these  51  sell  pre-wrapped  ice-cream,  and  6 sell 
loose  ice-cream.  Four  premises  are  registered  for  the  manu- 
facture of  ice-cream,  all  of  whom  use  the  hot-mix  method  of 
production. 

Fourteen  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for 
examination,  and  only  one  proved  unsatisfactory  to  the  tests 
carried  out  ; this  result  was  followed  up  and  all  subsequent 
samples  were  satisfactory. 

The  numbei  of  food  premises,  by  type  of  business,  in  the 
district  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

Type  of  Business  No, 

General  grocers  and  provision  dealers  ...  35 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (inch  those 

selling  wet  fish,  game,  etc.)  17 

Fishmongers  (inch  those  selling  poultry, 

game,  etc.)  ...  ...  2 

Meat  shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked 
and  preserved  meats,  tripe,  etc.) 


6 
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Type  of  Business  No. 

Bakers  and/or  confectioners  8 

Fried  fish  shops  5 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery, 
minerals,  ice-cream,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  18 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  res- 
taurants, cafes,  snack  bars  and  similar 

catering  establishments 24 

Others  ...  48 

Ice-cream  57 

Cooked  Meats 7 


Factories 

There  were  54  factories  on  the  register  at  31st  December, 
1955  I 3-  decrease  of  three  on  last  year.  Twenty-eight  visits 
were  made  and  three  cases  were  found  where  sanitary  accom- 
modation was  unsatisfactory.  Informal  notices  were  served 
■ and  two  had  been  complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
No  formal  action  was  necessary.  Apart  from  the  Atomic 
Research  Plant  at  Salwick,  the  English  Electric  Factory  at 
Warton  and  the  cotton  mill  at  Freckleton,  all  the  factories  are 
of  the  small  owner-occupied  type. 


Sanitary  Accommodation 

The  number  and  various  types  of  sanitary  accommodation 
are  set  out  in  the  table  below.  These  figures  are  based  on  the 
housing  survey  and  are  now  reasonably  accurate. 


1955 

1954 

No.  of  middens 

81 

613 

No.  of  pail  closets 

414 

114 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets 

...  3,140 

2,323 

No.  of  waste  water  closets 

— 

8 

No.  of  dry  ashpits 

120 

332 

No.  of  moveable  ashbins 

...  3,353 

2,060 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  pail  closets  arises  simply 
from  the  inaccuracy  of  the  figures  upon  which  the  tables  had 
to  be  based  in  the  past  ; similarly  the  dramatic  decrease  in  the 
number  of  middens  arises  for  the  same  reason. 
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Moveable  Dwellings 

The  continued  popularity  of  caravan  holidays  and  the 
known  advantages  of  the  Fylde  as  a holiday  centre  again 
occupied  the  staff  of  this  and  other  departments  to  a con- 
siderable degree.  There  are  26  licensed  sites  in  the  area  for  a 
total  of  1,212  moveable  dwellings — an  increase  of  152  over 
last  year.  In  addition  there  are  21  individual  licensed  caravans. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  peak  summer  population  of  caravan 
sites  is  in  the  region  of  3,500  persons. 


The  standard  of  licensed  sites  is  higher  than  it  was  even 
five  years  ago,  and  owners  are  now  ready  at  all  times  to 
co-operate  with  the  department  in  securing  improvements  and 
added  amenities  to  their  sites.  Ninety-seven  visits  were  made 
to  caravan  sites.  Legal  proceedings  were  not  necessary,  but 
on  an  appeal  against  the  refusal  of  a licence  to  station  and  use 
a moveable  dwelling  the  magistrates  found  for  the  appellant. 


In  spite  of  the  large  number  of  caravans  and  caravan 
sites  in  the  district,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  genuine  touring 
caravanner  has  the  utmost  difficulty  in  finding  a site  for  short 
holiday  periods.  Immediately  land  becomes  licensed  as  a site 
it  is  filled  up  with  caravans  which  never  again  leave  the  site 
and  are  used  for  letting  purposes  at  charges  ranging  from  five 
to  ten  guineas  per  week  according  to  the  season.  As  such  use 
commands  a higher  site  fee  for  the  owner  of  the  land  he  is 
loathe  to  leave  any  vacant  plots  for  the  casual  passer-by  or 
touring  holiday-maker.  This  is  unfortunate  but  there  seems 
to  be  little  anyone  can  do  about  it. 


One  of  the  worst  sites  in  the  area  is  at  Peel,  near  Blackpool, 
and  it  is  hoped  to  come  to  some  arrangement  with  the  County 
Council  to  assist  in  tackling  this  shocking  development. 
Another  bad  site  at  Staining  changed  ownership  and  an 
immediate  improvement  commenced.  Seeking  and  following 
the  advice  of  the  Council’s  officers  this  former  shack  site  has 
been  transformed  to  a caravan  holiday  site  with  all  proper 
facilities. 

Press  reports  suggest  that  caravanning  is  to  be  even  more 
popular  next  summer  and  constant  vigilance  will  be  necessary 
to  ensure  that  people  return  better  and  not  worse  for  their 
holidays. 
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Refuse  Disposal  and  Salvage 

The  Council  now  undertake  the  collection  of  household 
refuse  from  the  whole  of  the  district.  In  addition  refuse  is 
collected  from  the  R.A.F.  establishments  at  Freckleton, 
Warton  and  Weeton — once-weekly  collection  is  given  in  lieu 
of  rates  paid  and  additional  work  is  carried  out  under  contract. 
The  R.A.F.  erected  125  married  quarters  at  Warton  and  135 
at  Weeton,  the  refuse  from  which  was  collected  along  with  the 
district  collection  chiefly  by  means  of  overtime — the  work 
being  more  than  the  staff  and  vehicles  could  do  in  normal 
hours.  Increase  in  caravanning  and  caravan  sites  added 
further  to  the  refuse  collections  problem,  especially  in  the 
summer  months.  Refuse  from  these  sites  is  bulky  rather  than 
heavy,  containing  very  little  ashes.  The  composition  of  refuse 
generally  seems  to  have  taken  on  this  bulky  character  and  bins 
are  full  at  every  call  in  spite  of  weekly  collection.  With  these 
things  in  mind  the  Council  placed  on  order  a new  10-12  cu.  yd. 
Karrier  Gamecock  refuse  collector,  but  this  had  not  been 
delivered  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  present  establishment  consists  of  one  10-12  cu.  yd. 
Karrier  and  three  7 cu.  yd.  Karriers,  two  of  which  are 
employed  on  R.A.F.  camps.  One  7 cu.  yd.  Karrier  is  held  in 
reserve  for  breakdowns  and  other  emergencies.  Six  men  are 
employed  on  the  large  vehicles  and  three  on  each  of  the  smaller 
ones.  One  man  is  engaged  as  salvage  operator  and  relief 
dustman  and  one  man  is  employed  as  tip  attendant.  Daily 
supervision  is  exercised  by  a foreman  under  the  general 
direction  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

As  the  table  below  shows,  there  was  an  increase  in  the 
volume  of  salvage  being  brought  in,  and  hand  baling  became 
inadequate  to  meet  the  situation.  The  Council  purchased  a 
Brierley  and  Kershaw  electric  baler  and  vehicles  have  not  had 
to  be  left  outside  since  then  because  of  the  sheds  being 
packed  with  salvage  waiting  to  be  baled. 

Collecting  refuse  from  the  whole  area  also  meant  that  the 
tip  attendant  was  quite  unable  to  maintain  the  tips  in  a 
proper  manner  ; levelling  by  hand  was  impossible  and  the  tips 
wei  e becoming  very  rough  indeed.  Again  the  Council  took  the 
necessary  steps  and  in  August  a Ferguson  Tractor  with  all 
necessary  fittings  was  purchased.  The  attendant  was  able 
once  again  to  bring  the  tips  under  proper  control  and  interest 
in  his  work  has  been  renewed. 
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Waste  Paper  continued  to  be  sold  to  the  Thames  P)oard 
Mills,  and  baled  tins  to  Thos.  Ward  & Sons,  Manchester.  The 
weight  and  value  of  salvage  disposed  of  was  as  follows  : — 

Material  Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  £ s.  d. 

Waste  Paper  ...  92  o i 677  15  8 

Baled  Tins  ...  23  7 2 109  15  2 

115  7 3 787  10  10 


This  represents  an  increase  of  28  tons  i8|  cwts.,  and  an 
increased  income  of  £278  i6s.  7d.  over  the  figures  for  1954. 

Water  Supply 

The  number  of  houses  on  a mains  supply  of  water  as 
shown  by  the  rural  housing  survey  is  3,744  ; the  number  of 
new  connections  during  1955  being  360.  The  water  under- 
takers are  the  Fylde  Water  Board  with  offices  in  Blackpool. 
There  were  no  complaints  with  regard  to  the  quality  of  the 
water,  but  complaints  were  received  as  to  the  quantity  of 
water  available  in  the  Staining  area  during  the  summer  months 
when  all  the  holiday  camps  were  operating  at  full  stretcli. 
There  were  no  extensions  of  water  mains  during  the  year. 
Twenty-five  houses  with  a population  of  approximately  81 
persons  are  without  a mains  supply  of  water  and  rely  upon 
private  wells.  These  houses  are  scattered  and  isolated  and 
beyond  reasonable  distance  from  the  nearest  available  water 
mains. 

Rodent  Control 

The  duties  of  part-time  Rodent  Operator  are  carried  out 
by  the  general  foreman  of  the  Health  Department,  but  owing 
to  sickness  and  pressure  of  other  work,  he  was  not  able  to 
devote  much  time  to  Rodent  Control.  Most  of  the  work  was 
done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Isolated  reports  of  rat  or 
mice  infestations  were  received  and  dealt  with  ; the  only  major 
infestation  of  the  year  occurred  at  one  of  the  Council’s  refuse 
tips.  The  majority  of  the  agricultural  properties  have 
servicing  contracts  with  the  Lancashire  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee,  whose  staff  provides  a most  efficient  service,  and 
with  whom  close  co-operation  exists  with  this  department. 
The  Council  sewers  were  test-baited  and  no  takes  were 
recorded.  Treatments  were  carried  out  at  15  dwelling  houses, 
I business  premise,  and  10  local  authority  properties.  The 
service  to  dwelling  houses  is  given  without  charge,  and 
business  premises  are  charged  on  a time  and  material  basis. 
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It  is  estimated  that  there  are  some  4,560  properties  in  the 
area,  being  comprised  of  18  Local  Authority  properties, 
3,769  private  dwellings,  251  agricultural  houses  and  farms  ; 
and  522  business  premises.  35  inspections  were  made  of  local 
authority  properties  ; 636  of  dwelling  houses  ; and  108  to 
business  premises. 

Housing 

Statistics 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  349 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  55 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  294 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  617 

(b)  No.  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal,  made 

for  the  purpose  768 

(2)  Dwelling-houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being 
rendered  fit  : — 

(a)  No.  found  during  year  ...  ...  ...  70 

(b)  No.  (or  estimated  No.)  at  end  of  year  ...  200 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  during  the  year  to 

be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  ...  100 

2.  Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act,  1936,  and  Housing 

Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  during  year  : — 

(a)  Unfit  houses Nil 

(b)  Other  houses Nil 

(2)  No.  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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3-  Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas  : — 

No.  of 
No.  of  Persons 
Houses  Displaced 

(i ) Houses  demolished  or  closed  during 
year : — 

(a)  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(i)  Demolished  as  a result  of 
formal  or  informal  pro- 
cedure (Section  ii) 

(ii)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an 
undertaking  given  by 
owners  under  Section  ii 
and  still  in  force 

(hi)  Parts  of  building  closed 
(Section  12)  

(b)  Housing  Act,  1949 — 

(i)  Closed  as  a result  of  clos- 
ing orders  under  Sections 
3(1)  and  3(2)  

(c)  Local  Government  (Miscel- 
laneous Provisions)  Act, 

1953— 

(i)  Closed  as  -a  result  of  clos- 
ing orders  under  Sections 
10(1)  and  11(2) 


(2)  Repairs  during  the  year  : — ■ 

(a)  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in 

which  defects  were  remedied  during  the 
period  as  a result  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  authority  under  the  Housing  or  Public 
Health  Acts 9 

(b)  Public  Health  Acts. — Action  after  service 
of  formal  notice. — Houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied — 

(i)  By  owners  6 

(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


7 12 

I 6 

Nil  Nil 

Nil  Nil 


2 10 

No.  of 
Houses 


23 


No.  of 
Houses 

(c)  Housing  Act,  1936. — Action  after  service  of 
formal  notice  (Sections  9,  10,  ii  and  16). 

Houses  made  fit — 

(i)  By  owners  ...  ...  i 

(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(d)  Housing  Repair  and  Rents  Act,  1954 — 

Houses  reconstructed,  enlarged  or  improved 
and  Demolition  Orders  revoked  (Sec.  5) . . . Nil 


4.  Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use  (Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954)  : — 

(1)  No.  of  houses  at  end  of  year  retained  for  tem- 
porary accommodation  and  approved  for  grant 

under  Section  7 ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  separate  dwellings  contained  in  (i)  above  Nil 

(3)  No.  of  houses  at  end  of  year  licensed  for  tem- 
porary occupation  (Section  6)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


5.  Housing  Act,  1949. — Improvement  grants,  etc.  : — 


Private  Bodies  or 
Individuals 

Local  Authority 

.Action  during  year  : 

No.  of 
schemes 

No.  of  dwelling 
houses  or  other 
buildings 
affected 

No.  of 
schemes 

No.  of  dwelling- 
houses  or  other 
buildings 
affected 

(a) 

Submitted  by 
private  individuals 
to  local  authority 

19 

21 

(b) 

Submitted  by 
local  authority  to 
Ministry 

(c) 

Finally  approved 
by  Ministry 

(d) 

Work  completed 

7 

8 

(e) 

Additional  separ- 
ate dwellings  in- 
cluded in  (d)  above 

(f)  Any  other  action  taken  under  that  .Act 


Nil 
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Housing  Conditions 

The  rural  housing  survey  now  completed  reveals  that  of 
the  3,082  houses  under  a rateable  value  of  £25,  there  were  203 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  incapable  of  repair  at  a 
reasonable  expense  ; 181  were  suitable  for  reconditioning  ; 
and  652  were  unfit  but  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense. 
596  required  minor  repair  and  1,450  were  found  to  be  in  all 
respects  fit.  There  are  no  back-to-back  or  back-to-earth  houses 
in  the  district,  and  none  without  through  ventilation. 

The  demand  for  Council  houses  continues,  and  at  31st 
December,  1955,  some  520  applications  were  held  in  the  files. 
In  addition  to  these  applicants,  houses  will  also  be  required 
for  families  displaced  from  unfit  houses.  The  first  clearance 
area  comprising  16  houses  was  commenced  towards  the  end 
of  the  year. 

There  was  no  serious  overcrowding  ; any  which  did  arise 
was  due  mainly  to  younger  members  of  families  marrying  and 
continuing  to  live  with  parents  until  other  accommodation  can 
be  found. 

I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Berry,  the 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  to  Miss  Cumpstey  for  their 
wilhng  and  efficient  help  at  all  times,  and  to  all  the  staff  of 
other  departments  for  their  co-operation. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  GRAHAM,  m.s.i.a.,  c.r.s.i., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


